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the observer's personal estimates give the percentage of area 
of clear sky. These numbere have no necessary relation to 
each other, since stationary banks of clouds may obscure the 
sun without covering the sky, but when all clouds have a 
steady motion past the sun and are uniformly scattered over 
the sky, the percentages of duration and of area agree closely. 
For the sake of comparison, these percentages have been 
brought together, side by side, in the following table, from 
which it appears that, in general, the instrumental records of 
percentages of durations of sunshine are almost always larger 
than the observers' personal estimates of percentages of area of 
clear sky; the average excess for May, 1896, is 8 per cent for 
photographic and 14 per cent for thermometric.records. 

ATMOSPRERIC ELECTRICITY. 
Numerical statistics relative to auroras and thunderstorms 

are given in Table 5, which shows the number of stations 
from which meteorological reports were received, and the 
number of such stations reporting thunderstorms (T) and 
auroras (A) in each State and on each day of the month, re- 
spectively. 

Thunderstorms.-The dates on which reports of thunder- 
storms for the whole country were most numerous were: 
l l t h ,  237 ; 12th, 237 ; 13th, 223 ; 18th, 233 ; 19th, 256 ; 2Gth, 
258; 28th, 254. . 

Thunderstorm reports were most numerous in : Illinois, 
326 ; Iowa, 219 ; Missouri, 470 ; North Carolina, 245 ; Ohio, 
345. 

Thunderstorms were most frequent in : Kansas, 28 days ; 
Nebraska and North Carolina, 27 ; Missouri and South Caro- 
lina, 26 ; Arkansas, Minnesota, and Ohio, 35. 

Auroras.-The evenings on which bright moonlight must 
have interfered with observations of faint auroras are assumed 
to be the four preceding and following the date of full 
moon, viz, from the 22d to the 80th, inclusive. On the re- 
maining twenty-two days of this month 203 reports were re- 
ceived, or an average of about 9 per day. Thedates on which 
the number of reports especially exceded this average were : 
2d, 75; 3d, 19; l'ith, 57; 18th, 17. 

Auroras were reported by a large percentage of observers 
in : New Hampshire, 43 ; New York, 24; Minnesota, 30; 
Wisconsin, 78. 

Auroras were reported most frequently in : Wisconsin, 10 
days ; Minnesota, 9 ; Iowa, 8 ; North Dakota and New Hamp- 
shire, 7 ; Michigan, 6. 

CANADIAN REPORTS. 

Thunderstorms were reported as follows : l e t ,  Saugeen ; 

~~ ~~ 

2d, Toronto, Port Stanley; 3d, Rockliffe, Port Stanley; 4th, 
Port' Stanley, Saugeen, Swift Current; 5th, Yarmouth ; 6th, 
Minnedosa, Qu'Appelle, Prince Albert ; 8th, Winnipeg : 9th, 
Winnipeg, Minnedosa ; loth, Grand Manan, St. Andrews, 
Rockliffe ; l l th ,  Grand Manan, Port Stanley, Winnipeg, Qu'- 
Appelle, Swift Current; 12th, Charlottetown, Port Stanley, 
Minnedosa ; 14th, Port Stanley ; 15th, Toronto, Saugeen, Port 
Stanley; 16th, Swift Current; 17th, Rockliffe, Toronto, Port 
Stanley ; 18th, Grindstone, Halifax, Yarmouth, Toronto ; 
19th, Port Stanley; 2184 Swift Current; 22d, Halifax, St. 
Andrews, Quebec, Swift Current ; 23d, Minnedosa, Swift Cur- 
rent; 24th, Minnedosa ; 25th, Toronto, Port Stanley, Saugeen, 
Parry Sound ; 26th, Quebec, Port Stanley ; 27th, Yarmouth, 
Saugeen ; 25th, Toronto, Port Stanley ; 29th, Halifax, Min- 
nedosa, Swift Current; 31st, Yarmouth. 

Anroraswere reported as follows : lst, Quebec ; 2d, Halifax, 
Yarmouth, Charlottetown, Quebec, Montreal, Winnipeg ; 3d, 
Father Point, Quebec, Port Arthur, Minnedosa, Battleford ; 
4th, Father Point, Winnipeg; 6th, Quebec, Winnipeg; 'ith, 
Port Arthur, Winnipeg; l l t h ,  Father Point, Quebec; 14th, 
Quebec ; 15th, Father Point; 16th, Port Arthur, Montreal ; 
l7th, St. Johns, Halifax, Tarmouth, Quebec, Montreal, To- 
ronto ; 18th, Quebec, Montreal, Winnipeg, Battleford ; 19th, 
Quebec, Port Arthur; 20th, Grindstone, Prince Albert; 21&, 
Prince Albert ; 22d, Prince Albert ; 23d, Father Point. 

INLAND NAVIGATION. 

The extreme ant1 auemge stages of water in the rivers during 
the current month are given in Table VIII, from which i t  
appears that the only river which attained the danger line 
was the Mississippi, at  La Croese, Wis., which reached 10.7 
on the 34th and 25th. But in consequence of the heavy rains 
in the lower Missouri watershed numerous small streams 
overflowed, especially in Kansas, Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri, 
and the Mississippi rose steadily up to the close of the month 
a t  all stations between St. Louis and Vicksburg. 

METEOROLOGY AND MAGNETISM. 
By Prof. FRANK H. BIGELOW. 

The values of H given in the table of Chart V are to be 
added to 0.18250, those of D to 180', these numbers being the 
nieans for Toronto and Washington. A strong disturbance 
of the niagiietic field occurred from May 2 to Mny 4, but did 
not effect the other elements. The circulation of the atmos- 
phere was very stagnant froin May 1 to May 13. A severe 
storm then occurred in the Lake Region, May 15 to May 17. 
A brisk eastward movement in the northern circuit set in 
about May 18, and continued to the end of the month. 

CLIMATE AND CROP 8ERVICE. 
By JAYEE BE'RRY, Chlef of Climate and Crop Service Division. 

The following extracts relating t,o the general weather con- 
ditions in the several States and Territories are taken froin 
the monthly reports of the respective services. 

Snowfall and rainfall are expressed in inchea. 

Alabama-The mean temperature was 75.8', or 8.5O above normal; 
the highest was looo, at Tuscaloosa on the 25th, Pineapple on the  %th, 
and Union on the  31st; t h e  lowest was 49O, at Valley Heat1 on the  30th. 
The average precipitation was 3.44, or 0.51 below t h e  normal; the  great- 
est monthly amount, 6.32, occurred at Bermuda, and the least, LlS, a t  
Union. 

Ariwna.-The mean temperature was 72.4O, or 3.5O above normal; the  
highest was 117O, at Parker on the 26th and at Fort Mohave on t h e  
27th, and t h e  );west,,?2', at Flagstaff on the"21st. The average pre- 
cipitation was trace, o r  0.38 below normal: trace '' was the greatest 
amount recorded anywhere, and was reported from 16 stations, while 
no recipitation occurred a t  numerous other stations. 

A)Tkansue.-The mean temperature waa i4.40, or 5.40 above normal, 

and is the highest during the 1Jaht fourteen years; t h e  highest was gSo, 
at  Helena un the  Sth and a t  Cainden on the  31st, and the  lowest, 46', 
at  Geesees Ferry on the  2rl. The average precipitation was 3.54, or 
1.34 less than normal; the  greatest monthly amount was S.35, a t  Moss- 
rille, and the  least, 0.76, a t  Luna Landing. 

C!uZifuriiia.--The mean temperature was 6 1 . 2 O ,  or 2.9O below normal; 
the highest was 124", a t  Salton, in  the  desert regions, on the STth, and 
lowest, 12O, a t  Boilie, in the high mountain regions, on the 10th. The 
average precipitation was 1.36, or 0 50 above normal; the  greatest 
monthly amount, 10.03, occurred a t  Bear Valley, while none fell a t  
numerous points. 

Colorado.-The month was warmer than usual in all sertions, except 
the extreme northwestern part of the  &ate, where i t  Bas slightly cooler. 
The highest temperature was looo, at Minneapolis on the 29th and a t  
Delta on the  30th; the  lowest, 10' below zero, occurred a t  Climax on the 
14th. The average precipitation was 1.15. or 1.08 below normal; the 
greatest monthly amount was 5.60, at Longmont; no precipitation uc- 
curred a t  Saguache and only a " trace " a t  La Jnra. 

Roridu.-The mean temperature was 74.7", or 1.4' below normal; the 


